The elbow is perhaps more interesting, and lias been the subject of more discussion than any other joint in the body. Nor is this to be wondered at when we remember its importance, its complexity, and its mechanism, combining, as it does, the greatest elegance of form with the maximum of usefulness.
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We have in the elbow the best example of an "osseously strong" joint, which, in the child, is specially liable to fracture.
Injuries of the elbow form, therefore, an important group, and the difficulty of diagnosis, and the trouble attending the treatment of these cases, have long been a source of anxiety to the practitioner.
The practice of putting the arm up at a right angle in these cases is of very ancient date, and the points originally advanced in its favour are no less telling in our own day. Formerly employed in all injuries of the elbow, it is now usual to make an exception in fracture of the olecranon process of the ulna.
But a reference to the literature of the subject will show that this method, recommended by all text-books, is productive of results which leave much to be desired ; in fact, the ordinary treatment of elbow fracture is very frequently followed not only by more or less diminution in the range of function, but also by deformity of the elbow-joint.
I have thought it might be well, therefore, to draw attention to certain dangers attending the use of the rectangular position, and in doing so one must keep constantly in view the natural movements and structure of the elbow-joint, and by associating certain facts regarding the normal elbow, it will not be difficult to see why this method has proved so unsatisfactory.
The In conclusion let me urge a more careful consideration of the natural movements and structure of the elbow-joint, not only in setting the fracture, hut also while performing passive motion, during the process of repair.
